Newsletter
May-June 2010
Newsletter
This newsletter contains important information about the June recital, and summer lessons.  Please be sure to read both pages.  

Certificate of Merit Students
 Congratulations to all students who participated in certificate of merit!   All have grown and progressed in performance, sight-reading, technique, theory and ear-training skills!  Thanks for all the encouragement from teachers and parents!
Practice Competition
We had great participation and an outstanding number of students who reached their practice goals every week for the 10-week competition!  Students will be receiving their awards during the next couple weeks.  Congratulations to ALL students who made practice gains.  Please continue with these practice habits…the June recital is right around the corner! (see below) 

Calendar
May

May 1



Piano Saturday Practice 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

May 2



Jam Session for Guitar/Drum Students - 3:00-4:30 p.m.
May 8



Guitar Saturday Practice 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

May 15



Piano Saturday Practice 9:00-12:00 p.m.

May 20



Adult Recital (Includes teenage students)
May 22



Guitar Saturday Practice 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

May 31



Closed-Memorial Day
June

June 5



Piano Saturday Practice 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 



June 12



Guitar Saturday Practice 10:00-12:00 p.m.   

June 19



Recitals Saturday: 10:00, 11:00, 1:00 or 2:30
June 21-July 3


Studio Closed

July

July 5-August 28


Summer Lessons!
June Recital
This year the June recital is one day only, on June 19th.  All students are encouraged to perform in this recital, and are currently practicing the pieces they will play.  You can choose from 4 different recitals:  10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:00 p.m., or 2:30 p.m.  Sign up at the front desk or e-mail us with your time request.  Each recital has limited availability, so sign up as soon as you know your schedule.   The recital will be held in the beautiful Dove Library auditorium, so plan to invite your family and friends on this special day!  If you are not able to be in the recital for any reason, please let us know.
Summer Lessons

Each year, we encourage students to continue with lessons over the summer.  Following are some of the common questions or comments we receive.
  My child wants a break from lessons:  As the attention-span of our young people decreases, we have noticed that even a short break from lessons can cause students to forget much of what they have learned.  Also, to play a musical instrument, students are building up fine motor skills and small-muscle control that is easily lost.  Because of this, students who plan to participate in certificate of merit (at all levels except for Preparatory) must continue with summer lessons to be invited to the 2011 program.  

We will be gone on vacation for 2-3 weeks:  At La Costa Music we lower the tuition rates during July and August so that you will be paying a reduced rate.  This helps if you are on vacation part of the summer.  We also continue to offer Saturday practices which can allow your student extra catch-up time.

My child would like to try a different instrument:  Summer is a good time to try another instrument because 2 months will give them time to see if they really like it.  It also keeps the “musical brain” going during the summer months.  The lower tuition rate helps if you decide to take two instruments.  
My child is not motivated to practice: We have noticed that students can actually enjoy lessons MORE during the summer when they have no school work and reduced activities.  Summer is a good time for teachers to introduce fun and motivational pieces to students.  C.M. students can begin practicing new technique and theory.  They will be HAPPY that they started learning new concepts in the summer when school begins and busy schedules return.  Also, practicing can be accomplished early in the day….then you have the rest of the day for camps, beach, pool and friends!  Or, because of the longer days and no homework, practicing can be done later in the evening.
How can I reserve a spot for the fall if I don’t take summer lessons?:  You can’t reserve a spot for the fall.  Summer students have first pick of available lesson days & times for the fall.    

  Please contact us and let us know what your summer plans are.  Make it a musical summer!  If you have any questions about summer scheduling, you can e-mail or call us.
THANK YOU from La Costa Music!

We are proud to be celebrating our 12th year in business.  We are an intregal part of the community and regard each of you as special members of our “musical family”.  We have continued to improve our family-run studio over the last 12 years.  Without your loyalty, it would not have been possible.  As a small-business, we have suffered the effects of the economic downturn, but have a positive outlook toward the future.  We plan to continue to grow and offer the best music-teaching program in North San Diego.  We appreciate your referrals.  “Word-of-mouth” is our best advertising!  Thank you for all of your support!
